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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S1

6:32 p.m.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Good evening,3

ladies and gentlemen.  This is a Public4

Hearing of the Zoning Commission of the5

District of Columbia for Monday, May 21st,6

2007. 7

My name is Carol Mitten and8

joining this evening as Vice Chairman Anthony9

Hood and Commissioner Mike Turnbull.10

We have two cases being heard11

tonight and the first is Zoning Commission12

Case No. 07-05 and this is a request by the13

Office of Planning for Text Amendments to14

Title 11 of the District of Columbia Municipal15

Regulations to allow for temporary parking at16

Reservation 13, and notice of this hearing was17

published in the D.C. Register on March 30th,18

2007.  And I'll give the preface for the19

hearing when the time comes.  20

Copies of today's hearing21

announcements are available too and they are22
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in the wall bin by the door.  And the notice1

for the hearing -- the first hearing tonight2

in Case No. 07-05 was published in the D.C.3

Register on March 30th, 2007. 4

The hearings this evening will be5

conducted in accordance with the provisions of6

11 DCMR Section 3021 and the order of7

procedure will be as follows:8

We'll take Up any preliminary9

matters.  Then we'll have the presentations by10

the Office of Planning, reports by other11

Government agencies, reports by the affected12

Advisory Neighborhood Commission.  In the case13

of 07-05, it's ANC-6B.  And we'll hear from14

organizations and person in support and15

organizations and person in opposition.  16

The following time constraints17

will be maintained in the hearings.18

Organizations will have five minutes and19

individuals will have three minutes.  20

The Commission intends to adhere21

to these time limits as strictly as possible22
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in order to hear the cases in a reasonable1

period of time.  And the Commission reserves2

the right to change the time limits for3

presentations, if necessary, and notes that no4

time shall be seeded.  5

All persons appearing before the6

Commission are to fill out two witness cards.7

They look like this and they're on the table8

by the door.  9

Upon coming forward to speak to10

the Commission, please give both cards to the11

Reporter who is sitting to our right and is12

waving her hand.  And then you can take a seat13

at the table. 14

Please be advised that the15

proceedings are being recorded by the Court16

Reporter and are also being webcast live.17

Accordingly, we ask you to refrain from making18

any disruptive noises during the hearing. 19

When presenting information to the20

Commission after you take a seat, we ask you21

to turn on and speak into the microphone,22
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first stating your name and home address.1

When you're finished speaking we ask you to2

turn the microphone off because they tend to3

pick up background noise.  4

The decision of the Commission in5

this case must be based on the public record6

and to avoid any appearance to the contrary,7

the Commission requests that person present8

not engage the members of the Commission in9

conversation during a recess or at any other10

time.  And Mrs. Schellin will be available11

throughout the hearing to answer any12

procedural questions that you might have. 13

I'd ask you turn off all beepers14

and cell phones at this time so as not to15

disrupt the proceedings.  And at this time16

we'll take up any preliminary matters in Case17

No. 07-05, Mrs. Schellin.  All right. 18

And we're ready for the19

presentation by the Office of Planning. 20

Ms. Brown-Roberts.  21

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS:  Good evening,22
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Madam Chairman and Members of the Commission.1

The Anacostia Waterfront2

Commission requested the Office of Planning to3

submit an amendment to Section 2116 to allow4

surface parking lots on Reservation 13.  5

Currently the parking on6

Reservation 13 is located in a haphazard7

manner.  8

One of the recommendations of the9

or the stipulation of the Master Plan for10

Reservation 13 is that Massachusetts Avenue be11

extended through the site, in addition to new12

streets that will be required on the site.13

The ANC at this time is looking to14

extend Massachusetts Avenue through the15

property and the parking lots currently16

strattle that area.  And the request is that17

they be allowed to have surface parking lots18

to move around the parking lots or to have the19

flexibility to move around the parking lots as20

development takes place on the site.21

There is a time limit on the22
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proposal for seven years.  In addition to1

that, we're in the process of doing the zoning2

for the site which will be coming to the3

Commission in June.  And in that, we're4

recommending that surface parking lots will be5

prohibited.  So, this is only temporary6

solution to allow for the development of the7

site. 8

Thank you, Madam Chairman.  9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you. 10

Any questions for Ms. Brown-11

Roberts?12

Mr. Turnbull.  13

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Ms. Brown-14

Roberts, I take it then that you've seen --15

the Office of Planning has seen preliminary16

plans for the redevelopment of the area?17

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS:  Well, there is18

a Master Plan for Reservation 13 which shows19

the streets there.  And right now we are20

working on the set down for the zoning of the21

property which will also set the streets.  22
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And are you referring, as we seen1

like a definite plan for Massachusetts Avenue?2

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Well, I'm3

just saying that the Master Plan that exists4

that what they want to do with the parking5

lots goes along with the sequencing of or6

looks like it's in sync with the Master Plan7

Development?8

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS:  Yes.  One of9

the first things that has to be done on the10

site is to extend Massachusetts Avenue through11

the site.  And this will allow those parking12

lots that now would be in the right of way of13

Massachusetts Avenues to be located some place14

else.  Because there are uses there.   For15

example, the correction of facilities.  16

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Right.  17

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS:  So, we need to18

retain the parking for those employees.  19

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  And that20

corresponds then with this -- with this21

expiring in seven years then?22
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MS. BROWN-ROBERTS:  We are hoping1

that. 2

In addition to that, we have the3

zoning that is coming up in -- the form-based4

zoning and that is something that will also be5

included in that.  We'll go into more detail6

about that in the zoning.7

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.8

Thank you.9

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Madam Chair.10

Ms. Brown-Roberts have you seen11

the Master Plan, having some kind of clue to12

where some of this -- how you may have to13

shift some of the parking surfaces or the14

parking areas.  ANC-6B asked if we can15

identify those areas.  Thinking of that, I'm16

trying to figure out how.17

have you all had a chance to maybe18

try to work with that and figure out how you19

can exactly identify where these parking areas20

are going to be? 21

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS:  I know they22
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have -- they have identified one area -- one1

area on the site where they're going to be2

doing parking on one of the squares.  However,3

later on I think there may need to be some4

shifting around in other parcels.  And that's5

the reason why we sort of left it open, you6

know, to give them that flexibility to be able7

as construction comes on to be able to move8

from one site to the next. 9

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  And I would have10

to concur -- I saw the discussion from the11

ANC, I was, maybe they'll be testifying and12

maybe they can help me to see it.  It's almost13

like putting a dot on a board at least the way14

I saw it.  But then again hopefully they can15

clarify it for me. 16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  All right.  17

Thank you, Ms. Brown-Roberts.  18

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS:  You're19

welcome.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Mr. Laden,21

are you just here for a 708?  Okay. Thank you.22



13

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433

And I think we're ready to hear1

from the ANC in this case, 6B.  Anyone here2

from 6B?  3

I guess you won't be able to ask4

them, Mr. Hood.  5

Okay.  Is there anyone here who6

would like to testify in support of Case No.7

07-05? 8

Mr. Gladney.  9

Did you turn in your witness10

cards?  11

Okay.  Go ahead. 12

13

MR. GLADNEY:  Good evening, Madam14

Chair and Members of the Commission.  My name15

is Calvin Gladney from the Anacostia16

Waterfront Corporation and Vice President17

there, as well as the Project Manager for the18

Hill East Waterfront Project. 19

I won't say much.  Two things just20

kind of continue along the lines of the21

questions. 22
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First, having these temporary1

parking lots, having a Text Amendment done,2

does fall in line with our planning.  And I3

should just sort of lay that out real quickly4

for you.5

A perfect example is Massachusetts6

Avenue as Ms. Brown-Roberts spoke of earlier.7

The first step is to remediate and8

demolish a building, Building 25 on Parcel M9

which is right at the sort of southeastern10

part of the site.  Then we're going to build11

a temporary parking lot there.  That parking12

lot is pretty much designed and almost ready13

to go.  Once we build that parking lot there,14

all of the parking that's currently on what15

will be the new Massachusetts Avenue, SE, will16

be put there as well as other parking as sort17

of in the way of the development.  And that's18

-- that building of the parking lot, the19

remediation of the building, that stuff is20

going on right now.  21

So, the building of the parking22
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lot isn't going on right now, but the design1

is.  So, getting this done will be in line2

with some of the near term activities.  So,3

just a follow on that question. 4

Secondly, just focussing on the5

6B's question about specifically focusing6

where the parking lots would be.  If you can7

picture the hilly site, it's somewhat of a8

chess board in the sense that there are9

parking site all along -- surface parking10

sites for various users in many places on the11

site.  12

And the redevelopment -- one of13

the main challenges of the redevelopment is14

phasing the site, depending on the uses in the15

building and relocating the various uses16

there.  So, the flexibility is needed because17

it all depends on when a particular user and18

building is relocated for us to know where a19

new surface temporary parking lot could be20

put.  21

So, we understand the ANC's22
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concern, but the flexibility if needed for the1

redevelopment to occur and be phased based on2

sort of what's going on the site at the time.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.  4

MR. GLADNEY:  So, we support.  5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you. 6

We were getting that sense.  7

Any questions for Mr. Gladney?8

Commissioner Turnbull. 9

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Mr.10

Gladney, is the opening of Mass Avenue one of11

the first objectives of the plan then?12

MR. GLADNEY:  Yes.  As you know,13

AWC is focused on creating pedestrian-oriented14

developments that create accessibility to15

waterfront, in this case, the Anacostia16

Waterfront.  And so Massachusetts Avenue is17

one of the first steps -- simple first step or18

the actual first step is again the remediation19

and demolition of a building to put the20

parking lot there so then we can move the21

parking that's currently on where22
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Massachusetts Avenue would be.  1

And so Massachusetts Avenue is one2

of the first steps in the near term.  3

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  But at the4

one end, there's still going to be a parking5

lot at the one end while you remove the others6

then along the way?7

MR. GLADNEY:  There's parking all8

over the site, so we'll sort of remove them as9

we have a place to replace them with.  But10

Massachusetts Avenue is one of the first,11

probably five construction steps. 12

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  So, you13

wouldn't open Mass Avenue though until you14

actually remove the parking lot that you're15

building in the first part, which is at the16

far end?17

MR. GLADNEY:  Once we remediate18

and demolish Building 25 and put a surface19

parking lot there, we'll remove the parking20

that's currently on where Massachusetts Avenue21

will be built out.  22
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COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Oh, okay.1

All right.  Thank you.  2

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Mr. Gladney,3

will the ANC -- you know the ANC's concern. 4

Will the AWC work the ANC -- say5

this was approved.  Would the AWC consent to6

work with the ANC -- the ANC and AWCs, consent7

to work with the neighborhood to try to make8

sure that there are no discomfort or no9

adverse impacts to these parking areas and10

stay in constant communication with the ANC?11

MR. GLADNEY:  Yes.  12

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  Thank13

you.  And thank you for putting that on the14

record. 15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank16

you very much.  17

MR. GLADNEY:  Thank you.18

Anyone else who would like to19

testify in support in Case No. 07-05?20

Anyone who would like to testify21

in opposition in Case No. 07-05?22
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Okay.  Okay.  Even though there is1

only three of us, I think we have a general2

consensus in this case and I would move3

approval of Cast No. 07-05 for the reasons4

stated in the record by the Office of5

Planning.6

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Second.  7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.8

Any discussion?9

All those in favor please say aye10

(AYES)11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Any opposed?12

Mrs. Schellin.  13

SECRETARY SCHELLIN:  Yes.  Staff14

would record the vote three to zero to two to15

approve proposed action in Academy Case No.16

07-05.  17

Commissioner Mitten moving,18

Commissioner Turnbull seconding, Commissioner19

Hood in support.  Commissioners Jeffries and20

Parsons not voting, not present or not21

present, not voting.  22
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.1

All right.  Then the next case for2

this evening is Case No. 07-08, and this is a3

request by the Office of Planning for4

amendments to Title 11 of the District of5

Columbia Municipal Regulations to allow6

temporary parking for the new ballpark.  7

And notice of this hearing was8

published in the D.C. Register on April 20th,9

2007, and copies of that hearing announcement10

are also available to you in the wall bin by11

the door.  And I won't repeat the balance of12

my opening statement. 13

Mrs. Schellin, did you have any14

preliminary matters?15

SECRETARY SCHELLIN:  Just the16

request from Mr. Albert for emergency action17

that was received recently, today I believe it18

was.  19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  And we20

have that in the packet for this evening. So,21

now we're ready to turn to Mr. Lawson from the22
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Office of Planning.  1

MR. LAWSON:  Good evening, Madam2

Chair and Members of the Commission.  My name3

is Joel Lawson with the D.C. Office of4

Planning.5

The Office of Planning is6

proposing amendments to the Zoning Regulations7

to permit temporary parking for above five8

years maximum on specified squares within9

walking distance of the ballpark.  10

We're identified about a dozen11

sites in total.  Although it's not anticipated12

that all of the sites will be available for13

the entire time.  And, in fact, some of the14

sites may end up not being available at all15

due to factors such as alternative uses or16

construction on the site or environmental17

constraints. 18

Currently, parking lots are19

prohibited in the CR and W Districts and a20

number of the properties are within those two21

districts.  Accessory parking lots are22
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currently permitted by special exception only1

in the C3C District. 2

Some of the sites are also within3

the Capital Gateway Overlay area.  4

The OP strongly encourages the use5

of mass transit and continues to encourage the6

Nationals to provide meaningful incentives for7

the use of mass transit and other alternatives8

to the private automobile.  9

Normally OP would not be10

supportive of surface parking lots.  However,11

in this case, this initiative could help to12

alleviate a potential short term shortage of13

parking which could lead to illegal parking on14

residential streets and private property in15

the surrounding area.  It could lead to16

excessive circling of drivers looking for17

parking spots and a potential negative impact18

on the short-term success of this important19

facility.  20

Although we don't see this as21

being a solution to the overall potential22
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traffic problems associated with the ballpark,1

we do see this as one of the items that would2

be part that solution.  In fact, over time, we3

anticipate the parking space within the area4

will become available as existing sites are5

redeveloped, much the same way that the6

Verizon Center patrons utilize parking in7

existing downtown buildings.  8

We also anticipate that over time,9

other alternatives to the automobile will be10

expected to become more available such as11

improved bike access, ferry service and issues12

such as that -- initiatives such as that. 13

By spreading out the locations in14

the sites that are specified, the traffic15

impacts on anyone location may be lessened.16

This is particularly the case if the sites can17

be firmed up and allow construction to18

commence as soon as possible so that as season19

tickets are sold for next year, the Nationals20

would be able to cross reference ticket holder21

drivers to the -- ticket holders driving to22
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the ballpark from different parts of the1

region with the parking lot that is most2

easily and conveniently accessed by them3

without having to go through existing4

residential areas.  5

In summary, the proposal would6

allow matter of right surface parking lots on7

the specified squares until April 1st, 2013 at8

the latest, establish that when not in use for9

ballpark event parking purposes, the parking10

lots could be used for other parking purposes.11

The original proposal stated that12

the hours that would be reserved for ballpark13

events would be three hours before an event to14

three hours after.  In our follow-up15

submissions we amended that to recommend 1-1/216

hours before an event to three hours after.17

This seems to relate more closely to what the18

needs for the ballpark events will actually be19

and allows for their better utilization.20

In addition, the proposal provides21

provisions related to minimum parking space22
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and driveway aisle sizes, maximum grades,1

surface materials, landscaping screening and2

lighting regulations.  These are all3

regulations based on existing parking4

regulations of the zoning regulations for5

permanent surface parking lots.  And, of6

course, all of these lots will be subject to7

permitting and, therefore, individual8

Department of the Environment, Department of9

Consumer Regulatory Affairs and Department of10

Transportation review as they come forward.11

And, finally, the proposal would12

establish a cumulative matter of right maximum13

number of 3,775 surface parking spaces to be14

divided on all of these lots.  And this is15

derived from the D.C. Major League Baseball16

Park Transportation Management Plan which was17

prepared for the D.C. Sport and Entertainment18

Commission as part of the Zoning Commission19

Review of the original ballpark design back in20

-- well, back in 2006.  I think it was 2006.21

It would allow for special22
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exception approval by the BZA of accessory1

parking spaces in excess of that -- if that2

maximum number of actually reached and that3

would be subject to the Applicant providing a4

traffic study assessing potential impacts.5

I should note that there is a6

separate application also before you for 7

minor modifications to the Capital Gateway8

Carrollsburg PUD to allow the temporary9

surface parking lots on the relevant squares10

and those would be 767, 768, 769 and 822.  So,11

those are kind of covered by both of these12

initiatives. 13

And I think I'll leave it at that14

and make I myself available for questions. 15

Thank you.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.17

And just for the public's18

information, depending on what happens at the19

conclusion of this hearing, we may have a20

special public meeting to take up the minor21

modification to the Capper Carrollsburg PUD.22
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Could you please state for the1

record, since we do have a request for2

emergency action on this, why if we were to3

take emergency action this is necessary for4

the immediate preservation of public safety?5

MR. LAWSON:  This gets to the6

overall traffic management program that's7

being talked about for the ballpark area.  And8

gets to what I kind of noted in my -- in the9

reports in my testimony.  That timing is10

actually of some critical nature here.  The11

sooner that these lots can be firmed up, the12

location of the actual spaces firmed up and13

the lots actually provided, the better the14

Nationals will be able to earmark specific15

spaces to specific users as they're doing16

there.  Ticket purchasing for next year and I17

understand that season ticket sales happen18

almost constantly.  And we certainly19

anticipate and hope for a lot of season ticket20

sales over the fall and through the winter. 21

So, we want to make sure that the22
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lots can be firmed up and that we know that1

they'll be provided so that as those ticket2

sales are happening, the Nationals will be3

able to tell those ticket owners where they're4

parking lots are going to be and start to5

allocate the spaces according to where the6

ticket owner actually lives.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  I'm just8

going to press you a little bit.9

The standard is public safety, not10

convenience. So, could you just elaborate a11

little bit more on the safety issue and we can12

also ask Mr. Laden if he's like to show him13

the bulk of the responsibility for that14

answer.  15

MR. LAWSON:  Ken always answers16

questions much better than I do.  So, I'm17

really glad he's here.  18

But it does get to -- and it is19

more than a sense of convenience.  It gets to20

how people will -- if and how people will be21

able to get around the ballpark.  It gets to22
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how we're doing the overall transportation1

management planning and it gets to -- and it2

gets to whether people will be able to safety3

and reasonably be able to access the baseball4

stadium and being able to work those locations5

into our overall traffic management planning.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.7

Questions for Mr. Lawson?  8

Commissioner Turnbull.  9

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Mr.10

Lawson, just one question. 11

When you were enumerating the12

squares, it sounded I think like you said 822.13

But I think it's -- 82 is what's in the14

report.  I just wanted to be clear on that. 15

MR. LAWSON:  I'm sorry, I didn't--16

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  It sounded17

like when you were enumerating all the18

squares, it sounded like you had referenced19

822.  Maybe it's just my hearing, but I mean,20

882 is what is in the document.  Is that21

correct?22
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MR. LAWSON:  Oh, I'm sorry.  It's1

actually what's ever in the document.  I may2

have written it down wrong on my notes.3

Sorry. 4

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  So,5

all right.  Thank you.  6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Mr. Hood.  7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Mr. Lawson, let8

me ask. 9

Have we done a survey of the10

surrounding neighborhood to see whether11

there's residential zone parking in the area12

to begin with?  13

MR. LAWSON:  I don't believe there14

is at the moment.  I know that DDOT is already15

starting to work on or work with the Nationals16

on what kind of residential parking program17

will be necessary once the baseball stadium18

opens in terms of restrictions on parking, in19

terms of restrictions on access on specific20

residential street.  So, they are working with21

the Nationals as well as the police force on22
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just how that -- how the traffic is going to1

be managed on game days.2

Kind of similar to the way that3

traffic is being managed, you know, right now4

for baseball games as RFK Stadium where, you5

know, certain areas are restricted from6

parking altogether if you're not attending the7

game.  Or if you are attending the game, you8

are restricted from parking there.  9

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  Good.10

Thank you.  That was my next question.  I was11

wondering if it was going to be patterned12

after -- okay.  And you've answered that.  13

These lots that are proposed,14

they're going to be surface lots.  They're15

going to be asphalt possibly?16

MR. LAWSON:  That's still open to17

some discussion.  There may be the possibility18

that some of the lots would be of a more19

porous surface.  The zoning regulations now20

allow for a pervious surface parking lot which21

we very much support.  22
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Each one of these lots if -- well,1

if parking actually -- when parking comes2

forward on anyone of these individual lots,3

they would be subject to review, including by4

the Department of the Environment.  And5

certainly one of the things they'll be looking6

at is whether or not it makes sense in that7

case. 8

Some of these sites are9

anticipated to have contaminants and it may10

actually be inappropriate or it may not be a11

best solution to provide porous surfaces on12

lots like that until such time as we get a13

more permanent solution on the site such as an14

actual development which would do the15

necessary clean up of the site before we would16

want it have a lot of water permeating through17

it to the river. 18

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I'm sure this19

next question has been well thought out.  But20

I'm going to ask it because I don't21

understand. 22
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If we get to 3,775 parking spaces1

among the different lots and we -- you say any2

additional space would have to be a special3

exception.  So, if I'm on Square 882 and I4

want one more space, I'm going to have to come5

down in front of the Board of Zoning.  Maybe6

I'm not understanding it right.  But if I want7

one more space, I'm going to have come in8

front of the Board of Zoning Adjustment?9

MR. LAWSON:  That would be10

correct.  That's what the regulations are11

written.  12

And the reason we did that is that13

we wanted to provide some standard that the14

neighborhood would understand that there is a15

cap, there is a limit on how many parking16

spaces we think are appropriate and we base17

that limit on the traffic study that was18

prepared for the ballpark.  19

You know, I should note and it's20

noted in our report as well that it's actually21

not anticipated that, as I said, all of those22
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sites will be available at anyone time.  It's1

probably unlikely that we'll ever see 3,7752

parking spaces on these individual lots.  But3

should that actually occur, we wanted to make4

sure that there was a process in place to5

allow those spaces, but we wanted to also6

provide the Commission and the neighborhood7

with some certainty that there was -- that it8

wasn't just a total, you know, free for all,9

that there was a limit being imposed.  10

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Well, I11

understand that.  But if it does happen and I12

find one space on each lot, that's 1313

additional here.  And I'm just going out on a14

limb, but that's 13 -- I thought maybe we15

might need to re-look at that, because one16

additional space to have to come in in front17

of the BZA, I think is exactly what I think18

the city is getting away from and that's red19

tape.  20

I don't know.  Maybe I'm speaking21

on a subject here out of school, but I think22
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depending upon what happens, we really want to1

re-look at that.  2

MR. LAWSON:  Yes.  We did3

establish it as a special exception process,4

which is about as easy -- you know,5

straightforward a process as we have in front6

of the BZA.  And, you know, I would say I7

would expect that if that last parking lot8

came along and it would provide one or ten or9

fifteen extra parking spaces over the limit,10

they would probably redesign and take those11

parking spaces out.  They would always have12

those options.13

This isn't -- you know, I just14

need to stress.  This isn't a requirement that15

parking be provided on any of these lots and16

it's not a requirement that 3,775 parking17

spaces be provided.  18

It's kind of unusual in terms of19

our parking regulations where normally we have20

a minimum parking requirement.  With baseball21

it's the opposite.  We have a maximum that's22
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being set on site and now we're proposing a1

maximum that would be set for the surface2

parking lots.  3

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  All4

right.  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. Lawson.5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you,6

Mr. Hood.  7

When we talked about setting this8

case down, I asked you take a look at whether9

or not easing some of the parking -- the space10

requirements in terms of measurements and11

stuff since there seems to be flexibility12

through the special exception process if13

people end up in front of the BZA. 14

Did you think about that as a way15

of getting more spaces out of the box?16

MR. LAWSON:  We did think about17

the requirements and we decided to go with18

what was originally proposed.  We felt it was19

important that the spaces function properly20

and that they function well, that they be21

easily used and accessed so that there is not22
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constant tie ups of parking spaces. 1

We were concerned about how that2

might actually happen. 3

Now, if an Applicant wanted to4

provide something different, that route would5

always be available, a route of seeking some6

kind of relief from the individual parking7

requirement.  But we felt that as a standard,8

we wanted to make sure that the space is9

functioned as easily as possible.  10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  And11

have you had a chance to look at the ANC12

Report?13

MR. LAWSON:  We actually didn't14

get a copy of the ANC report.  15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Then16

I'll ask you some questions after we hear from17

the ANC so we have the opportunity to digest18

their testimony.  19

Okay.  Any other questions on20

follow up for Mr. Lawson?  21

Mr. Turnbull.22
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COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  And maybe1

we can get into this with Mr. Laden, but in2

the special exception process, it says that3

the -- it will also include a traffic study4

assessing the impacts.  5

What about just for the lots --6

the first shot at the lots?7

MR. LAWSON:  Right.  For the first8

shot ones we're using the -- as I said, we're9

using the traffic study that was prepared for10

the baseball stadium, which assessed traffic11

impacts of the stadium and assessed an overall12

anticipated need of parking for the baseball13

stadium at around 5,000.14

A number of those spaces are being15

provided on site.  Some are around 1,300 which16

leaves this number kind of left over.  So,17

we're using that study in specific.18

Now, as individual parking lots19

come forward, as I said, they do require --20

they are required to go through the permitting21

process.  So, not only DOE but DDOT would be22
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able to have a chance to take a look and make1

sure that, you know, curb cuts are provided in2

appropriate places.  And, you know, those3

kinds of basic issues.  And certain DCRA would4

be able to make sure that they're meeting the5

minimum standards that are being provided in6

the zoning regulation.  But that's what we're7

basing it on.  8

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Have you9

read Mr. Laden's report?10

MR. LAWSON:  Yes.  I have.  11

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  He12

mentions about one of their -- their approval13

was conditioned, I believe, upon an impact or14

a management plan for these lots. 15

Have you talked back with him on16

that?17

MR. LAWSON:  I'll let Ken kind of18

speak to that himself.  We have had discussion19

on -- certainly, on the overall traffic20

management and that certainly is kind of the21

critical piece in this whole initiative.22
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As I said, this initiative isn't1

the be all and end all for addressing traffic2

in the area.  In fact, it's only, I think, a3

fairly small piece of the entire puzzle, which4

will include a much broader look at how5

everybody accesses the site.  How we encourage6

Metro, how we encourage biking.  7

You know, and then the broader8

thing also of dealing with how people actually9

get here, you know, the people who are coming10

here.  But that's a broader issue.  That's an11

issue that needs to be addressed regardless of12

these parking spaces, you know, in terms of13

just how this ballpark is going to function in14

terms of traffic.  15

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.16

Thank you.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Anyone else?18

Okay.  19

And, Mr. Laden, we're ready for20

you.  21

MR. LADEN:  Good evening. 22
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My name is Ken Laden.  I'm the1

Associate Director for Transportation Policy2

and Planning in the D.C. Department of3

Transportation.  4

We file some comments on the case5

before us, 07-08 related to temporary parking6

in the southwest area -- southeast area of the7

city. 8

DDOT supports the proposed9

amendments to allow surface parking in the10

referenced squares.  Our primary, I guess,11

support for this is hinged on the fact that12

it's a temporary provision.  It would allow13

surface parking on these parcels or on these14

squares through April -- I'm sorry April of15

2013 or presumably whenever that particular16

square gets developed. 17

We're expecting this area of the18

city is currently undergoing rapid development19

and will continue to go under rapid20

development.  And, of course, as these vacant21

parcels become buildings, obviously, the22
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surface lots will be replaced by underground1

parking of one form or another. 2

Another factor that we have been3

taking into consideration and I think to4

answer your question, Mr. Turnbull, the bottom5

of our first page we say DDOT recommends6

approval and will continue to work with7

stakeholder groups.  And then we enumerated8

need for traffic studies and need for9

transportation demand measurement measures to10

encourage transit usage. 11

So, we're not bringing this as a12

series of requirements.  But we're saying that13

this is part of our ongoing discussion that14

we've been having really since the zoning case15

back a year ago related to the construction of16

the stadium.  That we're working with all the17

stakeholder groups to come up with the unified18

transportation plan that looks at surface19

parking requirements as well as transit,20

bicycle, pedestrian, the whole panoply of21

needs associated with this major new land use.22
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And, again, I think we're also1

looking at this in terms of the larger2

redevelopment of this area of the city.  We're3

mindful that this is going to be an area in4

transition for many, many years now.  And it's5

going to require work, I think, from a lot of6

different District agencies to make sure that7

these developments occur in a coordinated8

fashion and that the transportation impacts9

are analyzed as we move through the10

development process in this area.  11

So, again, the bottom line is.  We12

do support the proposed application.  We13

support it on the basis of it being a14

temporary land use allowed within these15

squares.  That we will continue to work with16

the Office of Planning, the Mayor's Office,17

City Council, all of the developers in that18

area to try to coordinate the transportation19

needs and how these surface lots would impact20

the transportation needs in the community. 21

To answer one of the other22
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questions that came up, I think from1

Commissioner Hood with respect to the2

neighborhoods.  Most of this area currently is3

under other than residential uses but for4

those blocks in the southeast and southwest5

areas that do have residential permit parking,6

we do plan to extend the same types of7

controls that currently exist near RFK8

Stadium.  In other words, you would only be9

able to park in an RPP Zone if you have an10

appropriate RPP sticker for that neighborhood.11

There would be no two-hour grace period and12

we'll continue to work with, again, the13

neighbors in that area of the city to make14

sure that the programs works as effectively15

for them as it does the residents in the RFK16

Stadium neighborhoods. 17

So, with that, I'll conclude my18

testimony and respond to any questions you may19

have.  20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.  21

There two things that you talk22
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about in your report that need to be1

developed. 2

One is traffic routing plans.3

Whose responsibility is it to develop those?4

Is that DDOT's responsibility or someone5

else's?6

MR. LADEN:  We're actually going7

to be looking at the, I guess, the D.C. Sports8

and entertainment Commission and developers in9

the area to provide us with those specific10

parcels that will be available for surface11

lots.  Right now we have a tentative list and12

it keeps clarifying on almost a weekly basis.13

And as we identify lots that are scheduled for14

being developed and implemented as part of15

this -- as a result of this zoning action, we16

will take a look at the traffic impacts for17

the numbers, faces and the specific locations18

and where their access points will be.  19

So, we'll be working in20

partnership with the parcel owners and the21

D.C. Sports and Entertainment Commission to22
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identify appropriate routes.  We've already1

been doing that to a certain extent in the2

hypothetical, but as we get clear information3

on the specific locations of the lots, we'll4

clarify those analyses.5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  And6

then the transportation demand management7

plan.  Whose responsibility is it to develop8

that?9

MR. LADEN:  Well, here again,10

that's a partnership we're working through11

with the D.C. Sports and Entertainment12

Commission and the Washington nationals13

organization. 14

We've been meeting on a weekly15

basis for almost a year now to begin to16

develop the whole transportation17

infrastructure and management needs.  And18

we've developed a lot of strategies to try to19

direct at least half of the patronage to non-20

automobile.  21

We've got rail improvements.22
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We've got bus improvements.  We've got1

circulator improvements.  We've got a host of2

pedestrian improvements and other measures on3

the table that we think will significantly4

impact favorably the need for parking.  We5

think we're going to have a wonderful menu of6

non-automobile-related opportunities for7

people to get to the stadium in a very timely8

and less stressful way.  9

So, again, it's an ongoing effort.10

We'll be working on that and clarifying it11

between now and April.  But we're well12

underway in terms of identifying strategies to13

reduce the demand for automobile use to get to14

the stadium. 15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  And could you16

elaborate at all on what we heard from Mr.17

Lawson about if we were to take emergency18

action on this Text Amendment, why it's19

necessary for the immediate preservation of20

public safety?21

MR. LADEN:  That's a good one.22
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I think the basis for the1

emergency is this question of uncertainty and2

needing to provide information in a timely way3

so that perspective patrons to the baseball4

stadium as well as persons developing within5

that area or planning to develop within that6

area.  And also the residents in that7

neighborhood who are already there have8

assurances as to what the traffic impacts are9

going to be and to make sure that there's10

adequate planning for their safety.11

I think there is a significant12

hazard to pedestrians in particular and13

bicyclists as well with drivers searching for14

parking, not knowing where to go, not knowing15

what the plan is.  That by establishing a16

level of certainty as quickly as possible,17

we'll be able to provide a much safer18

environment in that area of the city much more19

quickly.  20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.21

Colleagues?  22
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Mr. Hood.  1

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Mr. Laden.  Let2

me ask you a question.  In the discussions and3

I'm not sure if this came up int he previous4

ballpark case.  5

This took me back tot he days of6

the Capital Center when everybody guides yo in7

and helps you come in and,  you know, directs8

you to a parking space.  I mean, you got ready9

to leave, wasn't a soul out there.  You had a10

mess.  11

So, my concern is.  Has that been12

taken under discussion?  Or maybe you're not13

even the right person to ask and if you're not14

then whoever else comes up or Mr. Lawson. 15

Has that been talked about as far16

as these specific lots if it's approved or17

even for the neighborhood sake?  Is there18

going to be somebody out there after the game19

that you know of or have this discussion even20

been had?21

First, are you familiar with the22
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Capital Center, how it is when the game was1

over and you're trying to get out and it was2

chaos?3

MR. LADEN:  The old Capital4

Center?5

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  The old capital6

Center7

MR. LADEN:  -- in Prince George's8

County?9

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Yes.  10

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  I was familiar11

with that facility. 12

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  13

MR. LADEN:  And, yes.  You're14

right. 15

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  You know exactly16

what I'm talking about.  Okay.  17

MR. LADEN:  When it was 10:00 and18

pitch dark, there was nobody there to be had19

and you just figured out how to get out.  20

We have been discussing that.21

Right now the only -- the major aspects we've22
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been looking at our signage that would direct1

people back to the major arterials.  In other2

words, signs saying this way to Virginia, 3953

or this way to Maryland 295.4

It's going to be really up to the5

-- either the D.C. Sports and entertainment6

Commission or the Nationals ownership as to7

whether or not they want to have ambassadors8

so to speak out to help direct people to the9

various locations.10

Also, I believe, the Metropolitan11

Police and D.C. -- I guess it will be12

Department of Transportation traffic control13

aides will be out to direct traffic at14

intersections.  So, I think it's under15

discussion.  Nothing is set in concrete yet,16

but we are looking at helping people get out17

of the stadium as well as get to the stadium.18

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  Good.19

That's good to hear.  20

That's all I have for you at this21

time. 22



52

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433

Thank you.1

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Thank you, Mr.2

Hood.3

Mr. Turnbull.4

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you,5

Madam Chair.  6

Mr. Laden, I was just wondering in7

light of what the Chair and Vice Chair8

commented on, is there something more that we9

should be putting in the language that from10

your point of view and what you've already11

stated, make sure that nothing falls through12

the cracks?  13

I mean, should we in saying that14

the Applicant in conjunction with the Sports15

and Entertainment Commission will at the time16

of a CLO for that square present a traffic17

management plan to you?18

I'm just trying to make sure that19

we don't let things float when we write this20

that you do get all the information you need21

that you can feel that the health and safety22
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of everyone is being accommodated.1

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  I think there's2

various permitting requirements already built3

into the process that we don't require any4

additional protections.  I think we've got a5

good working relationship with all the6

stakeholders, including the private developers7

in the area.  They understand what our8

concerns and needs are.  And the fact that9

there is a permitting requirement from DCRA,10

I believe, and also the Department of11

Environment with respect to storm water and12

our own requirements in terms of any new curb13

cuts for public space permitting, that there's14

adequate measures already in the proposed15

language to insure that we have an opportunity16

to comment on the traffic patterns. 17

And, again, I think it's in18

everyone's interest, including the D.C. Sports19

and entertainment Commission and the ownership20

to make sure that drivers have a good21

experience.  22
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In other words, if they're jammed1

up because they don't know where to go, that2

doesn't help anybody.  it doesn't help the3

city and it doesn't help the baseball owners4

or the D.C. Sports and Entertainment5

Commission. 6

So, for those individuals that7

have season ticket packages, they'll figure8

out where to go and how to get there easiest9

relatively quickly.  And, again, they'll be10

enough signage and people out there, I think,11

to make sure that people get to their12

destinations quickly.13

We've got multiple routings that14

we're looking at to disperse the traffic as it15

gets to these parking areas as well as to16

leave from the parking areas.  So, I think we17

have it pretty well under control. 18

The one area I was going to19

comment on was the question you raised about20

how to treat these adjustments to the number21

of spaces, whether that requires BZA special22
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exception or there can be some other process?1

I'm not exactly sure how to work2

this.  But the way I sort of envision it is3

we're dealing with the total cap of 3,775.4

And, again, over the next five to six to ten5

years perhaps, there's going to be a constant6

ebb and flow of parking spaces on these7

squares as squares develop surface parking8

lots.  Some squares that are ripe for9

development will be taken out of surface10

parking and there will be a ditch there for a11

year or two while they're building the12

building.  Somehow we would still want to13

maintain something, you know, not above that14

cap. 15

Then when the new development16

occurs, when the new building is put in the17

ground, supposing there were 300 surface18

spaces there and now they want zoning approval19

for 450 for the new residential, commercial,20

retail, whatever is it.  That's when I think21

the special exception process comes in where22
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we would want to look at the overall uses for1

that building and how it affects the overall2

after-hours baseball needs, if you will.  3

So, I don't think that's intended4

for little tweaking back and forth.  But it's5

sort of a process looking at the larger ebb6

and flow of development and how to affects7

surface parking. 8

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Yes.  I9

would assume that as a square gets developed10

that if they come for a PUD that that traffic11

count is for the use of that building and gets12

taken off of the cap that's there.  13

MR. LADEN:  Well, again, it will14

be interesting to see how that's worked.  It15

depends on the nature of the building an dhow16

that parking is being used.  We're hoping that17

in most cases the parking will be multi-18

purposed.  19

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.  20

MR. LADEN:  Some of it may be for21

office and baseball use.  22
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COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  So, a1

percentage could still be available?2

MR. LADEN:  Exactly.  It's going3

to be a lot of fun over the next few years4

trying to work the details out.  But we think5

the special exception process is the6

appropriate way to deal with the larger ebb7

and flow.  And not worry about the small8

change, you know, occurrences that may arise.9

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  My10

question was, I guess, was.  I mean, we all11

want this to work.  We want it to work12

smoothly and I just want to make that at this13

point in time that we've covered your needs14

and that the language and what we want to say15

here meets what you want it to do. 16

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  I feel good17

about it.  18

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.19

Thank you.  20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Mr. Hood.21

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Madam Chair, I22
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have just one quick question.  1

Mr. Laden, in your expert opinion,2

if I asked you to come today and give me a3

traffic plan, a traffic management plan, how4

traffic is going to flow right away and I'm5

asking you to predict something. 6

If I ask you before I move forward7

just to have this for me today, could you do8

it?9

MR. LADEN:  Not in a level of10

detail.  I think we can give you a conceptual11

plan for what major access points will be12

recommended.  We've got about six different13

entry and exit points from the Southeast14

Freeway.  We've got one or two from 295.  A15

lot of it is going to be depending also on the16

direction of the patronage coming to the17

stadium.  We think a great amount of it will18

be ticket holders from Virginia, some from19

Maryland and some from the District. 20

We'd also need to look at, you21

know, how many game scenarios are coming from22
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different directions.  It varies, for1

instance, from day game to night game to2

weekend games.  3

So, I think I could give you a4

conceptual description of how we're planning5

to manage traffic and what the general6

strategy is.  But we won't be able to give you7

the specifics on that until we know what8

specific lots are going to be developed as a9

result of this zoning action. 10

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  And the way I11

see it, even after that it's going to be like12

a work in progress.  Am I correct?13

MR. LADEN:  It will be a work in14

progress.  But, again, I think we should -- I15

mean, hopefully, we'll get commitments fairly16

soon from these property owners as to whether17

they're willing to put a surface lot in and18

whether they can get permitted. 19

I would expect through the summer20

and fall we'll pretty much nail it down. 21

I think in terms of what routes22
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best service these various lots and how we're1

going to color code them to get people to the2

right locations.  We've been kind of talking3

about this a little bit like how they handle4

parking at an airport. 5

If you're coming from a certain6

direction you go to the blue lot or you're7

assigned to the yellow lot or whatever method8

we can use to color code.  Plus, drivers are9

pretty smart sometimes.  Not all the time, but10

they can often figure out what route best11

works for them to disperse traffic.  So, we12

may put down three different -- what we think13

are optimal ways to get to the yellow lot for14

people who have that permit.  But it just may15

work out that somebody finds another way that16

works equally well.  17

So, it's going to be a work in18

progress, but I think we will have strategies19

nailed down soon enough that everybody will20

know what the preferred routes are to get to21

each of the specific lots developed.22
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VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  Thank1

you.2

Thank you, Madam Chair.  3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Just a follow4

up on what Mr. Hood was saying. 5

I think the idea of a work in6

progress is just as you say, some of these7

lots will pass out of surface use and into--8

they'll have garages and some will have some9

or all of those spaces available some of the10

time.  And there may be other surface lots11

that emerge.  And so it's going to be somewhat12

organic figuring out these routes. 13

And then what you were saying14

about the drivers sort of finding the path of15

least resistance.  I think that's one of the16

concerns that the neighbors have which is they17

don't want the path of least resistance if it18

goes past -- you know, if it goes through19

their residential neighborhood.20

So, I don't know if you're21

prepared to say today what you're going to do22
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to control that.1

MR. LADEN:  Well, again, I think2

the vein arterials that we'll be using for3

accessing the park I think will function well4

to get people to the surface parking areas.5

There really isn't a good way to weave6

themself through that neighborhood that is7

north of the baseball stadium or west of the8

baseball stadium.  There's not a whole lot9

east except for institutional uses.  There's10

nothing south except for the river. 11

So, I don't think we really need12

to worry about as much weaving as we do for13

the current grid that's adjacent to RFK14

Stadium.  And we really haven't had problems15

there.  And there you've got 10,000 spaces in16

that parking lot.  17

So, I can understand the concern18

of the residents and we'll certainly be19

working with the neighborhood residents if20

there's a need for traffic calming or other21

measures to limit access on residential22
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streets that are becoming major patron routes1

to the stadium.  We'll make adjustments to2

make sure that those neighborhoods are3

protected.  4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Have you seen5

the ANC testimony that Mr. Litsky it going to6

deliver?  Have you seen that yet?7

MR. LADEN:  I haven't seen the ANC8

testimony, but I did receive a briefing on the9

ANC meeting last week.  10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Well,11

then I'll just ask if you would stay with us12

in case we have follow-up questions after we13

hear from the ANC or any of the folks who are14

going to testify. 15

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  I'll do that.  16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Great.17

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Madam Chair.18

I just want to say, Mr. Laden, I19

know you're at the table and the20

transportation expert.  But if you could21

really push that ambassador piece, especially22
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depending upon his goals, especially at the1

end of the game.  I think that really hopes2

and I hope you will be an advocate for that at3

the end as you and I have experienced the4

Capital Center.5

Thank you.6

MR. LADEN:  Well, again, I have7

made that case and I think you could be almost8

a strong advocate than I but, yes.  I'll9

continue to do so.  10

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  All right.11

Thank you.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.13

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Madam14

Chair, I just have one last question. 15

In trying to limit the amount of16

automobiles down at the ballpark, do you17

envision or do you see in addition to the Navy18

Yard any kind of circulator going either to19

South Capitol Street or other areas to get20

people in and out of the ballpark are?21

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  We're in22
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negotiations now for an expansion of the1

circulator system that will run from Union2

Station to the Capitol Visitor Center to3

Capitol South to the Navy Yard Station down4

1st Street.  Hopefully, we're working with the5

Architect of the Capitol and the Capitol6

Police to get permission to run that route and7

we think we're close to getting agreement on8

that.  9

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you,11

Mr. Laden. 12

Now, we're ready for Commission13

Litsky on behalf of ANC-6D.  14

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Good15

evening, Madam Chair, and Members of the16

Commission.17

My name is Andy Litsky and I'm18

Vice Chairman of ANC-6D, the neighborhood in19

which the baseball stadium is being20

constructed. 21

I'm testifying this evening on22
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behalf of my ANC.  To tell you that a1

regularly scheduled meeting last Monday on May2

14th our ANC voted five to zero to two to --3

this was a regular meeting at which a quorum4

was present, of course.  We voted five to zero5

to two to oppose these amendments to6

accommodate National season ticket holders. 7

We urge you to give our concerns8

great weight.  9

Bottom line, it's our fear that if10

these amendments are passed, it will11

necessitate the city inbound drivers will be12

directed to travel through our neighborhood13

using local streets in order to get to those14

lots.  15

What is particularly galling is16

that at each major documents prepared by the17

DSEC, the Ballpark EMS, the TMP and TOPP18

itself each of them gave us some level of19

comfort since they all clearly reference a20

goal minimizing traffic conflicts between21

baseball patrons and the neighborhood22
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residents urging them to separate stadium1

bound traffic to through traffic then that2

would be segregated from local southwest3

traffic as well. 4

But concerns arose at the recent5

public meeting unveiling the sports6

Commissions traffic and parking plan.  When7

the traffic consultant, Lou Slade, under8

intense questioning finally admitted that9

contrary to the pledges that had been made by10

city officials and the sports commission11

itself, they would protect our community.  The12

documents he prepared in conjunction with13

Planning and DDOT, the drivers will be14

specifically directed through local southwest15

streets to the stadium. 16

The construction of these lots17

makes it a virtual certainty that this will18

establish a pattern of use that will be19

anything but temporary.  It's the predominant20

concern that's alarmed the residents in my21

ANC.  22
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Many of the high-rise apartment1

buildings in the area have automobile access2

to the developments only off of these streets3

now designated for baseball through traffic.4

These smaller local cul de sacs lead thousands5

of residents to 4th Street, SW, P Street, SW,6

for those streets are the only ways in and out7

of eight major condominium or cooperative8

developments, including Tiber Island9

Cooperative homes, Tiber Island Condominiums,10

Harbor Square Cooperative homes, the11

Carrollsburgs, River Side Condominium,12

Edgewater Condominium, a large number of13

residents at River Park Mutual homes and14

Channel Square apartments.15

I don't know what kind of16

definition that DDOT may be using these days17

to define what a local street is, but if18

that's not local, I don't know what is.  19

Currently, 4th Street is being20

deemed and P Street is being deemed an21

arterial.  In our mind it always was a local22
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street and it's our only way in and our only1

way out.  2

So, while Planning may be working3

with DDOT and DDOT may be working with the4

police and the police may be working with the5

Nationals and the Nationals may be working6

with the sports commission, the only folks7

they neglected to include at the table in this8

discussion are the people who live in the9

affected neighborhood.  10

You may have been aware about the11

great human cry that arose in Southwest and12

elsewhere in the city when are geographically13

isolated and tightly laid out neighborhood was14

locked down during the National Marathon.15

Now, imagine that happening to us 81 days a16

year.  Certainly, we have. 17

The plans to rezone these 13 lots18

are not in and of themselves objectionable as19

is the manner in which the drivers accessing20

these lots will be directed to get to them. 21

At present, if plans move forward22
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accessing these lots will block our1

residential streets, prevent access to our2

homes, create significant and unnecessary3

noise until late mid-evening and heighten4

safety concerns for parents whose children are5

at play and for pedestrians, joggers and6

bikers who will be using the Anacostia River7

Trail that will run directly along P Street,8

SW, and through Buzzard Point. 9

If this plan passes, more than10

1,700 cars or more may soon be traversing 4th11

Street and P Street to and from the stadium 8112

days a year.  Consequently, our ANC has made13

the following recommendations:14

First of all, we urge you not to15

act upon this as emergency legislation.  The16

ANC suggest opposing this measure until it's17

further studied, specifically until a parking18

plan is developed, not the parking plan that19

the baseball -- the baseball stadium has put20

through the sports commission, because frankly21

I think that that has as many holes as a22
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sieve.1

And the big concern that we have2

about allowing that plan to be utilized to3

establish traffic routing patterns and4

transportation management is that it's the5

sports commission that's establishing this.6

The sports commission is7

responsible to nobody.  I think that it's a8

great abrogation of responsibility from the9

Planning Department and especially by DDOT to10

not have plans in place which will11

specifically show how parking will be12

separated going away from our residential13

areas and going to the baseball stadium.14

And if we're depending upon a plan15

that we had to under great questioning get Mr.16

Slade to admit that was using our local17

streets as arteries to the baseball stadium,18

I don't trust that plan, not for this. 19

So, here are our recommendations.20

We would urge shorter time frames21

for use of these temporary lots.  And then any22
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passage should include an irrevocable sunset1

provision.  For if the economy takes a2

downturn and construction doesn't occur as3

planned, temporary has a bad habit of becoming4

permanent.  5

The main purpose and goal of the6

Transportation Management Plan must be adhered7

to, mainly, and I have that in my more8

extended written comments that you have before9

you, that all parties must insure that10

ballpark impacts on southeast and southwest11

D.C. neighborhoods are minimized.  There12

should be a clearly articulated plans to13

reduce vehicular traffic through local14

neighborhoods which now there is not.  15

The Zoning Commission needs to16

insist that DDOT work with the ANC to insure17

that local street including 4th Street,18

including P Street, and including I Street to19

the north have their own traffic mitigation20

plan so that residents can get in and out of21

our buildings during game days and that22
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patrons directed to these parking lots not be1

directed to use the above-mentioned streets.2

No parking lot should be granted3

zoning approval until it meets D.C. storm4

water managements requirements.  5

Further, the request to act upon6

these lots located in the Florida Rock area7

which should be withheld until it can be8

specifically determined if environmental9

mitigation needs to be done on these spots.10

The health of the Anacostia Waterfront --11

Watershed really demands it. 12

And the D.C. Sports and13

Entertainment Commission must increase the14

geographic area currently labeled Stadium15

Neighborhood Zone.  Currently, that zone16

provides the appearance that the stadium only17

minimally impacts the southwest waterfront18

neighborhood to the west and close-in Capitol19

Hill.  This is a significant underestimation20

of the potential neighborhood spill over21

problems that will result from the stadium and22
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must be addressed when developing a realistic1

area-wide parking and traffic plan.  The zone2

has to be increased to include the larger area3

of southwest, including areas -- residential4

areas off of 4th Street, P Street and I5

Street, SW. 6

And, lastly, the city should7

consider placing a surcharge on these parking8

temporary lots and consider dedicating a9

percentage of those monies towards improving10

neighborhood recreation facilities,11

particularly, in southwest and near southeast12

where the children of southwest and near13

southeast have gotten absolutely nothing out14

of this process.15

Thank you for the opportunity to16

testify this evening and I'll look forward to17

your questions.  18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you,19

Commissioner Litsky. 20

Questions from the Commission?21

Mr. Hood.  22
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VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Let me ask1

Commissioner Litsky.  2

I'm trying to look through your3

testimony.  You mention about -- I can't find4

it right now, but you said something about5

environmental impacts.  And I think you said6

bill later -- check first, bill later.  Okay.7

Check first, bill later.8

And I'm looking here at the uses9

that are already in the area on some of the10

squares.  Concrete plans, storage tanks,11

storage tank helipad and I'm just running off12

and there are some vacant lots checked.13

That's a concern now isn't it, even without14

the -- making it a parking issue?  I mean,15

that's a concern already because of some of16

the uses you already have?17

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  A concern in18

what manner?19

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  A concern about20

contamination and everything.  That's a21

concern of the community now.  Right?22
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COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Yes.1

Clearly.  And we would expect that those lots2

would be cleaned.  And were any building to be3

built, obviously, they are going to be4

cleaned.  5

So, sure from an environmental6

aspect, yes.  That's a concern. 7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  And you8

mentioned that the ANC was not at the table.9

At the table for this part or in total?10

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  We have not11

been at the table for a vast amount of this.12

and I think that the community and certainly13

the ANC -- the Commission should be shocked14

that our Commission has not been brought to15

the table to discuss many of these things. 16

I did point out in my more17

extensive written comments that you have18

before you that it took the sports commission19

more than a year to get us the TMP.  It took20

them more than a year to get us the EMS.21

Everybody else had it.  We never got it, even22
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though we asked for it repeatedly.  1

So, the idea that the traffic plan2

that's developed by the Sports and3

Entertainment Commission would be the traffic4

plan that would direct traffic through our5

residential neighborhood gives me no comfort6

at all.  7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Mr. Litsky,8

being the president of a civil association, I9

very much understand the ANC's work and I10

greatly appreciate it.  I know you don't get11

paid and I say this all the time down here12

with ANC Commissioners.  I know how difficult13

it is.14

But one of the things that15

concerns me.  If the stadium is going up and16

if we do not try to find -- and I understand17

the impacts.  But if we do not try to find18

parking venues, the patrons are going to come.19

They're going to come to the game.  And if we20

deny this and I don't know how long it would21

take to try to do something.  And I'm just22
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asking.  I'm not putting you in a position.1

I'm just having a discussion with you.  2

What impacts -- don't you think3

the impacts would be worse than what they are4

if we -- 5

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  There's no6

doubt about it.  I mean, we recognized from7

the get-go that they needed about 5,000 spaces8

down there and that they're going to get.  You9

know, our concern, specifically our concern,10

and I hope that came through is not that the11

spaces would be set aside, but it's how12

traffic would be directed to those spaces.13

Plain and simple.  We cannot have our14

neighborhood literally invaded 81 days a year.15

And by putting these spaces here16

and not having a traffic plan in place that17

clearly directs them as they had told us in18

their EMS and the TMP and the TOPP all along,19

would be directed around the neighborhood and20

not through the neighborhood.  That's the21

problem.  22
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VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  1

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Is how2

they're going to get there.  3

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  And you say the4

traffic consultant came out and I wanted to5

ask you on that.  6

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Sure.  7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  He came out and8

he admitted -- what did he admit again?9

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Well, this10

was the unveiling of the TOPP.  There was a11

public meeting.  A lot of people came from12

southwest and there was representation from13

many District agencies.  We had to question14

him very, very closely to finally get him to15

admit that as Mr. Laden had said, there are16

numbers of areas off of the expressway, the17

Southeast Expressway where baseball patrons18

will be directed through the neighborhood.19

They will be directed through I Street.  Also20

the same problems as P Street and 4th Street21

and they will be directed off of M Street down22
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4th, south toward Fort McNair and west -- east1

on P Street onto the stadium as well.  2

And we had never been told this3

before.  Everybody assumed that those were4

local streets and assumed that folks would be5

taking South Capitol Street and M Street and6

South Capitol Street Bridge in and, you know,7

other ways through the city.  But no where had8

we ever been told or had it ever been9

discussed with us.  And we had meetings10

monthly with the Sports and Entertainment11

Commission at which they addressed none of12

these things.  13

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  14

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  That this15

was ever put on the table.  16

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  And I can't17

remember if it was Mr. Laden or Mr. Lawson,18

but one of them mentioned that some streets19

would be off limits.  And I believe that's--20

I'm not sure who did it.  I will follow up.21

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Sure.  What22
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we've been told are off limits are local1

streets.  Our quarrel is with the definition2

of what a local street is. 3

Now, as I told you, we have all of4

these condominiums and cooperatives lining 4th5

Street and lining P Street.  Now, certainly6

along 4th Street, they're the only ways in and7

the only ways out of the small cul de sac8

streets leading to 4th Street. 9

If 4th Street itself is not a10

local street, I don't know what is a local11

street.  There is no parking virtually in12

these other areas.  They're tiny streets.13

We've got maybe 10 cars on each side.  They14

lead to underground parking in each of those15

developments.  But if we can't get in and16

can't get out, we've got a problem.  17

And right now, if you're going to18

be allowing to stand as the parking plan, the19

parking plan has been put forward by the D.C.20

Spots and Entertainment Commission and the21

D.C. Sports and Entertainment Commission is22
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going to be, you know, the body that's going1

to, you know, wave it's wand and say, this is2

the way they're going to get to the ballpark.3

Then we have, you know, we have no way of4

answering or addressing that at all.5

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  So, give me one6

sentence.  I mean, other than deny, what do7

you propose?  I know you're going to say deny.8

Deny why and what remedy do you have -- remedy9

do you offer me?10

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Clearly the11

remedy -- the --12

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I'm being told13

you need more than one sentence.  I was just14

trying to save time.  15

Okay, two sentences.  16

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Who knows, I17

always have more than one sentence.  18

I think it's pretty clear.  We19

need to have a transportation plan.  a clear20

transportation and traffic plan that will21

direct parkers -- stadium-directed parkers to22
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these lots that does not go through the1

neighborhood as we've been promised all along.2

And if you can promise us that,3

then it's a different story.  That's what we4

need to have.  5

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I can go on6

because I really think that even that's going7

to have to be tweaked.  I mean, as I8

mentioned.  9

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Oh, I'm10

sure. 11

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I don't know if12

we can make any definite -- I mean, well,13

anyway.  14

Thank you.  15

Thank you, Madam Chair. 16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you,17

Mr. Hood. 18

Mr. Turnbull. 19

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you,20

Madam Chair. 21

Mr. Litsky, you heard Mr. Laden.22
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I think he was trying to in some of our1

questions that we had regarding the2

Transportation Management Plan that he feels3

confident that the regulations that they have4

in place will satisfy what they feel is5

sufficient to address the concerns. 6

Is your concern that you're not7

going to have input into that to meet with Mr.8

Laden and -- 9

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  We haven't10

had input into any of this thus far.  We had11

no input into any of the discussions that were12

put forward that either created the EMS or13

created the TMP or created the TOPP.  None at14

all.  15

And not only that, the sports16

commission withheld two of those documents17

from us for more than a year even though we18

asked for them. 19

So, yes.  I have a concern about20

that.  You bet I do.  21

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Okay.22
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Thank you.  1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  I'm looking2

forward to getting follow up from Mr. Laden3

and Mr. Lawson after we hear the rest of the4

testimony.  5

So, thank you very much.  6

COMMISSIONER LITSKY:  Thank you.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  All right.  8

Is there anyone who would like to9

testify in support in Case No. 07-08?10

Anyone who would like to testify11

in support?  12

Okay.  Anyone who would like to13

testify in opposition in Case No. 07-08?14

Ms. Williams.  15

Anyone else who would like to16

testify in opposition? 17

Please have a seat at the table18

and I'd ask you when you're done to fill out19

the witness cards if you haven't done that20

already.  21

Why don't you go ahead.  22
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MS. WILLIAMS:  Thank you, Madam1

Chair.  2

My name is Mary Williams.  I'm a3

resident of 1257 Carrollsburg Place, SW.  I4

live exactly one block and a half from the5

stadium, just west of the stadium at the6

corner of N Street, which is the east side7

entrance to the stadium parking area that's in8

existence.  And we do support the ANC's9

position on the proposals and the10

recommendations.  11

And as a resident representative12

from my neighborhood, we have a small local13

street, a one-way street but also on N Street,14

the plan is to erect a traffic light at the15

corner of South Capitol and N Street, which is16

now a one-way street headed west from South17

Capitol.  And will provide added access. 18

And though Carrollsburg Place,19

which is the small one way going southbound20

from M Street will be considered a local21

thoroughfare and will be close to traffic --22
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the stadium traffic.  We're still concerned1

that N Street, which is now a purely2

residential street and very small, will be the3

shortcut to the stadium parking lot.4

And we have not had any resolution5

from the Department of Transportation, DDOT,6

regarding how will we prevent cards -- the7

stadium-goers to stop from accessing those8

local streets other than by residents actually9

protesting.  But with an open traffic light at10

each one of these intersections we're inviting11

the stadium-goers to come into our local12

neighborhood.  And it's purely residential as13

I said and we will be in charge with policing14

this if this plan is imposed. 15

One of the recommendations I would16

like to make in terms of proposals, for DDOT17

and the Sport Entertainment Commission and the18

learners.  They had many options.  These plans19

and recommendations as put forth before you20

are based on the fact that it's driven21

economically.  22
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Financially, the planners did not1

make the right decisions in planning for2

parking because there was adequate private3

development directly across from the stadium4

that's now available through Monument5

Developer has purchased that for parking.  And6

could have probably alleviated the need for7

having lots all over the city and in our8

residential areas.  9

But because of financial concerns,10

the planner chose to spread these lots all11

throughout our community.  So, the residents12

are really the ones, the existing residents,13

are going to bear the burden because of poor14

financial planning and poor planning overall15

by the stadium.  16

But there is an alternative.  Deal17

with the private developers such as Monument18

who purchased all of these surrounding land on19

the east side across -- directly across from20

the baseball stadium and all the way to M and21

cut the deal.  Whatever they have to do.  But22
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they need to find the financing to make it1

happen.  2

And I said the least less3

financial burden for the owners and the D.C.4

Sports and Entertainment Commission is to put5

the lots all over our residential6

neighborhoods and we bear the burden.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.8

COMMISSIONER WILLIAMS:  Thank you.9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you10

very much.  Just hold your seat if you would11

and we'll hear from this gentleman and then12

we'll ask questions.  13

Sir?  14

MR. NICE:  Good evening.  15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Would you16

pull the mike a little bit closer for me.  17

MR. NICE:  I'm sorry.  good18

evening.  19

My name is Joseph Nice.  I work20

for Potomac Electric Power Company.  I'm a21

supervisor, real estate department. 22
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I come before you to basically not1

really in opposition, but I guess in2

opposition.3

Looking at the list, we are the4

owner of Square 65.  And actually we're the5

owners of the, you know, going by the list of6

the biggest amount of parking -- potential7

parking which is scheduled to be on an active8

substation.  9

I don't know what they're planning10

or how they came up with it.  I mean, I have11

an aerial view of it for your inspection if12

you'd like. 13

There's no parking available14

there.  Nor will there be any parking allowed15

there.  This is an active substation which,16

you know, we're kind of shocked that it would17

be on the list.  And I just want to, you know,18

put this in the record because, you know, it's19

talking about 950 potential sites there and20

it's actually zero.  It won't be approved.  21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Good22
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to know.  1

Thank you.  2

Any questions?3

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I wanted to say4

something.  Well, I wanted to hear from Ms.5

Williams, but -- Williams, right? 6

MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I'm sorry.  But8

when I looked at my colleagues again and I9

hate to sound like a big baby.  But one again,10

you all have the colored copies and I have the11

black and white.  12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Please take13

my copy, Mr. Hood.  14

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Thank you.15

But I wanted to follow -- I was16

trying to follow, you said N Street and I was17

trying to follow exactly where you were, where18

your neighborhood is at.  Because you said you19

were west -- 20

MS. WILLIAMS:  One block west of N21

Street and South Capitol.  22
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VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  So,1

you're in between South Capitol and 1st?2

MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  3

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  4

MS. WILLIAMS:  I mean, one block5

away from South Capitol.  West of South6

Capitol. 7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Oh, west of8

South -- so you're in between South Capitol9

and Half?10

MS. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  11

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  Okay.  12

MS. WILLIAMS:  Carrollsburg and N.13

Yes.  There's a residential, one way14

southbound -- 15

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  But you live on16

N Street. 17

MS. WILLIAMS:  I live -- my house18

is on the corner of N Street and Carrollsburg.19

Yes.  I face the stadium and that's the20

entrance to their parking -- on-site parking.21

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I was just22
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trying to get a reference.  Thank you. 1

Thank you.2

MS. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Did you have4

any questions, Mr. Turnbull?5

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Well, I6

guess -- I guess the one question is unclear7

is 665.  Oh, I'm sorry.  I guess the question8

-- my question is on Square 665.  9

You're saying that none of that10

site is available?11

MR. NICE:  No, sir.  12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  And just to13

have the ultimate in clarity.  This would be14

that PEPCO has no interest in leasing the site15

to an operator to make it available for16

ballpark use? 17

MR. NICE:  There is no interest.18

There's really no space also if you would, I19

mean -- I can bring it up to you if you like.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  You're going21

to sacrifice that if you bring it to us22
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because we'll need to keep it for the record.1

MR. NICE:  Oh, really? 2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  So, I suggest3

keeping it for yourself.  4

MR. NICE:  I don't have too many5

of them.  6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  So, the7

Square 665 just to clarify, looks like it goes8

between -- is it possible it goes between V9

Street on the south and S Street on the north?10

MR. NICE:  That's correct.  11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  So, between12

1st and Half, S and V southwest, nothing13

available?14

MR. NICE:  That's correct.  15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Okay.16

That's very helpful.  Thank you.17

MR. NICE:  Thank you.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank19

you both. 20

Anyone else who would like to21

testify in opposition in Case No. 07-08?22
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Okay.  Mr. Laden, if you wouldn't1

mind coming back and let's just deal with a2

few of these questions.  How about the one we3

left off with, which is Square 665?  4

Was that just put in on -- because5

it was a possible with maybe an asterisk as6

opposed to have not spoken to PEPCO or -- 7

MR. LAWSON:  I would say that all8

of the sites were listed as possible.  I'm not9

aware of all of the discussions that happened10

between the Nationals and the owners.  I11

wasn't involve din those discussions.  12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  But13

all of the sites are simply listed as being14

potential sites.  And as we mentioned in our15

original testimony, there's no -- there's no16

guarantee that anyone of those sites or which17

ones of those sites will eventually ever -- or18

ever be available actually for surface19

parking.  20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Right.  Okay.21

And then just to run through the22



96

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 (202) 234-4433

recommendations that we got from the ANC, some1

of which are outside of our control.  So, I2

won't deal with those.  But do you have a --3

do you have a position on the recommendation4

that rather than a five year period for the5

temporary lots that we use a two year term6

that could be renewed annually thereafter?7

MR. LAWSON:  My guess is that it8

would be problematic, certainly in dealing9

with cases similar to this one in front of the10

BZA where people are asking for temporary11

parking solutions or accessory parking.  The12

term tends to be more than two years,13

especially in this case where these lots may14

actually be fairly expensive to construct. 15

I think that probably a two year16

term would mean that -- and I am just guessing17

because I'm not a construction person.  But my18

guess is that actually a few of the lots would19

be able to be built because of the expense20

that would be involved. 21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.22
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I don't want to hog all the1

questions, so did you guys have some2

questions, otherwise I'll keep going?3

Okay.  4

Mr. Laden, we had testimony from5

Commissioner Litsky about the fact that there6

seems to be a difference of opinion about what7

constitutes a local street and whether or not8

the ballpark traffic would be directed to use9

4th Street, SW, P Street, SW, and I Street,10

SW.  Can you comment on that?11

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  Again, I'm not--12

I was not present at the ANC hearing or public13

meeting so I'm not sure what their consultant14

for the sports commission said.  But obviously15

he was under duress in providing those -- that16

advice, because we've never at any point in17

time in discussing the traffic operations for18

the new baseball stadium talked about19

directing traffic down 4th Street, SW, or P20

Street, SW, because there's no parking21

available that we're talking about in those22
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areas.  1

Most of the parking we'll looking2

at and if you look at the squares listed in3

this application, all of them are east of4

South Capitol Street with the exception of the5

infamous 665, the PEPCO parcel and 660. 6

So, again, what we've been talking7

about with the development of the8

transportation operational parking plan is9

access over main arterials.  The10

Southeast/Southwest Expressway, the Anacostia11

Expressway, and on a more local level, I think12

the most local street we've been talking about13

is M Street, SE, South Capitol Street, I guess14

the section of Potomac Avenue that's being15

constructed adjacent to the stadium.  16

So, we're trying to keep as much17

of the traffic as possible and the access to18

these temporary parking lots on the east side19

where you have industrial uses primarily20

competing for the traffic needs of those21

streets.  22
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Again, I can understand the1

concern about not -- the ANC Commissioners not2

having a copy of the transportation operation3

and parking plan.  And we intend to involve4

the ANCs in reviewing those draft documents.5

We did get a draft document in a timely6

fashion from the D.C. Sports and Entertainment7

Commission.  It was due on April 30th and it8

was delivered on April 30th.9

We were not totally satisfied with10

its contents and have sent the consultants11

back to redraft it so that it's a little more12

user friendly.  A lot of it focused on where13

the traffic control officers were going to be14

placed and what instructions they were going15

to be giving drivers as specific locations.16

And we think we needed to communicate to the17

community a little broader scope of what the18

traffic situation was going to be resulting19

from the stadium. 20

So, we have a revised schedule. We21

hope to have a revised document at the end of22
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this month, early June.  And as soon as we've1

had a chance to look at it to make sure that2

it's ready for prime time, we do intend to3

release it as a draft with the D.C. Sports and4

Entertainment Commission to allow the broader5

community to look at it and comment on it.  6

I think as I said earlier in my7

testimony, it is a work in progress and will8

continue to be a work in progress.  So, again,9

I can understand the frustration of the ANC10

having been, you know, not an active11

participant in the process.  But as soon as we12

have a descent document for them to review and13

respond to, we will bring them into the14

discussions and we will listen to them very15

carefully about what impacts it will have.  16

But, again, I would just like to17

state for the record.  We are not talking18

about using 4th Street, SW, and we are not19

talking about using P Street, SW, as major20

access points for stadium parking because21

there is no recommended stadium parking being22
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proposed in that area.  1

We're going to try as much as2

possible to keep traffic on M Street and on3

other major arterials in the neighborhood. We4

do not want to route this traffic down local5

streets because if we do, I'll get the phone6

calls.  7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  I think we're8

in the somewhat awkward position that we get9

into from time to time which is there are not10

many occasions for the public where there's a11

decision to be made and the public can weigh12

in. 13

So, the ANC, they want to have14

confidence that what they say will be -- will15

make it's way into a plan.  And this is the16

last point at which they have real -- a real17

opportunity to get great weight.  They can18

only, you know, seek to influence you through19

badgering you and calling you and having a20

better plan than maybe the sports commission.21

So, just to piggy back on22
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something that Commissioner Turnbull was1

saying earlier as a way of giving them some2

confidence that what you say will ultimately3

be the case.  Is if we were say, for instance,4

that as Mr. Turnbull suggested, that perhaps5

there would be a Transportation Management6

Plan approved by you prior to the issuance of7

a Certificate of Occupancy.  If we were to8

elaborate on that a bit and say, and such9

Transportation Management Plan would preclude10

ballpark traffic being directed down local11

street.  Those local streets to include the12

ones to be avoided that is, 4th Street, SW, P13

Street, SW, and I Street, SW, so that they14

would know that you will not approve a plan15

that would include traffic being directed down16

those streets.  And that's something that17

would trace back to this decision point. 18

Is that something that you could19

endorse?20

MR. LADEN:  Well, again, that21

would be within the Zoning Commission's22
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purview.  1

Again, right now -- 2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  What I'm3

asking you for though is -- I'm asking if we4

take you at your word today and we make that5

a condition of getting a Certificate of6

Occupancy for one of these temporary surface7

lots, because they want to have confidence8

that Ken Laden said on May 21st that there9

wasn't going to be -- that the plans wouldn't10

include that.  If we make that stick, is that11

something that you would be comfortable with12

having a condition of the issuance of a13

Certificate of Occupancy?  Because it would go14

back to DDOT too. 15

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  It would16

certainly for the stipulated streets, I don't17

think we would have concerns. 18

Again, 4th Street, SW -- 19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  It would be20

local streets, specifically to include -- 21

MR. LADEN:  -- M Street and P22
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Street, SW, I'm not aware of any particular1

plans that would use those as preferred access2

routes.  3

I would need to take a look at the4

other streets that are being suggested to make5

sure that they're not part of the process of6

getting people from the various exits on the7

Southeast/Southwest Expressway down to the8

parking lots that ultimately decide to build9

surface parking in support of the stadium on10

an interim basis. 11

So, again, conceptually I have no12

problem with that.  But I'd need to see the13

stipulated streets to make sure I wasn't14

painting myself into a corner.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  16

Just want to clarify.  Maybe Mr.17

Lawson can take this one.  18

I just would like -- I think we19

understand but I just want you to state this20

for the record.  21

The ANC's concern that parking22
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lots would somehow be authorized without1

meeting storm water requirements.  There's2

nothing in this that would in anyway change3

the standard requirements for storm water4

management.  Is that right?5

MR. LAWSON:  That's correct.  6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  And I7

think that is all the things that are within8

our purview. 9

Any questions or follow up?10

Commissioner Turnbull.  11

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Thank you,12

Madam Chair.  13

No.  Just carrying on with what14

you were saying.  I guess the other part of15

that then is we're looking for emergency16

action on this.  And the question is, we get17

back to public health and safety. And we've18

just heard the ANC very concerned about that19

issue.  20

So, how we incorporate that to21

make sure that their needs are satisfied and22
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yet we don't -- we were able to move things1

forward.  And I think that's our concern. 2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Right.  Okay.3

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  One of the4

things that I was sitting here thinking about.5

I remember -- and I have to go to6

examples to them happening to me or that I7

experienced.  8

I look at FedEx Field.  When FedEx9

Field was built it was the worst -- it was a10

nightmare.  And it took the developer and the11

city and those out there in the community time12

to gel that, to get to the point where you13

have busses bringing people to the stadium.14

I don't think they just had a hard-fast rule15

to say, we can predict this will happen.16

Because I can tell you, people do not, at17

least in my experience, let me speak for18

myself. 19

I do not like to -- if I was a20

patron or a season ticket holder, I do not21

want to be sitting in traffic and having a22
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problem and getting away the stadium four1

hours later.  I think that it's incumbent or2

it's almost a must that the Nationals, the3

city and everybody eventually fine -- are we4

going to fine tune a way here?  No.  Is it5

going to take some time?  Yes.  And I use6

FedEx Field as the major example.  7

The community, the city, the8

Nationals, it's going to have to be tweaked9

more than one time.  It's like a massage.10

And, again, it's not Anthony11

Hood's talking about it.  It's what has12

happened and I use FedEx Field as the --13

hopefully nobody in here from Prince George's14

County gets upset with me.  But I use that as15

an example.16

For us to sit up here now and try17

to say, well.  You know, and I understand the18

neighborhood's concerns.  I understand, but19

it's going to happen.  So, we might have to20

massage it, but all we can take is what he21

said is making sure that Mr. Litsky and them22
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at the table.  And that's one thing that I1

think that needs to happen and inputted.  And2

those street that they weren't going to be3

used possibly.  But I understand your point4

also.  When you're exiting out either we're5

going to have a four-hour gridlock and, you6

know, and I just think it's again, a work in7

progress. 8

I don't know if I want to have a9

hard, fast rule to say, well, I need this10

right away because that thing is going to have11

to be tweaked, massaged and turned upside down12

and everything else. 13

MR. LADEN:  Yes.  If I may14

comment.15

Again, I think we'll make a very16

strong commitment to work with the ANCs once17

we have a draft that's ready for distribution.18

Again, the first draft that we19

received in late April was substantially20

deficient in terms of communicating21

effectively what was going to happen to the22
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community.  It was far more detailed in terms1

of traffic operations and not a whole lot on2

the broader picture. 3

We hope to have a better document4

early June.  Soon as we've had time to review5

it and really the Sports and Entertainment6

Commission needs to review it since it's their7

document.  We're only reviewing and8

commenting.  9

We do definitely plan to go out to10

the community, work with the ANCs.  It won't11

be just a one-shot deal.  We'll give them12

ample opportunity to review it and have13

multiple opportunities to comment on it14

because they do know the local turf much15

better than we ever will.  And we want to get16

their input on it.  We want to benefit from17

their experience on it.  18

So, again, it's in our own self19

interest to work with them and make sure that20

they're comfortable with it as well as21

everyone else.  So, I will make that22
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commitment that we will be working with the1

neighborhoods and give them ample opportunity2

to comment. 3

And, you're absolutely right. This4

is going to be an evolving transportation plan5

over several years because each year as6

buildings come on line, as surface lots7

disappear for development, it's going to have8

to be adjusted. 9

So, this is going to be a work in10

progress for sometime.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  I think that12

now we'll take a five-minute recess and then13

we'll come back and deliberate on the14

emergency and action on the Text Amendment15

itself.  16

Thank you.  17

(Whereupon, off the record from18

8:04 p.m. to 8:08 p.m.)19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Action that20

we take tonight has to be unanimous because in21

order for something to move forward through22
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the Commission it requires three members to1

vote the same way.  And since there's only2

three of tonight, we have to all agree.  3

So, I'll start the discussion4

about the emergency, the proposed emergency,5

and I would take note as I think Mrs. Schellin6

had noted that we received a request from the7

Deputy Mayor Neil Albert requesting emergency8

action.  We also have a letter in the record9

from Eleanor Holmes Norton urging us to take10

action expeditiously.11

And I think one of the things that12

became clear tonight is that there's no good13

that will come from us not taking action as14

quickly as possible.  So, the task before us15

is really taking the best action that we can16

on an expedited basis.17

And for that reason, I think we18

should move forward with the emergency as well19

as proposed action on the Text Amendment and20

to address the issues that were raised by the21

ANC inasmuch as they're entitled to great22
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weight. 1

I think that while I understand2

their view about the temporary nature of the3

parking lots and somehow a shorter time might4

give them more assurance.  I think that a5

shorter time period with sort of an6

acknowledgement that you expect people to come7

back, actually may prolong it for a longer8

period than giving an appropriate amount of9

time right off the bat.  And then expecting10

that people will not come back. 11

And that's the direction that I'd12

like to take as well as Mr. Lawson's point is13

well taken, which is that these are not going14

to be inconsequential to construct.  15

It's not just that someone decides16

to start parking cars on a lot and moves17

ahead.  There is an investment and there needs18

to be an appropriate period of time to recover19

that investment. 20

But to address the other concern21

about the Transportation Management Plan, what22
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I'd like to suggest is that because for these1

first 3,700 spaces or so there won't be any2

checking in with the BZA or the Zoning3

Commission that we do require that prior to4

the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy,5

the Transportation Management Plan for the6

temporary surface lot be approved by DDOT and7

that the Transportation Management Plan may8

not include the provision of directing9

ballpark traffic down local streets.  And10

those local streets on which the traffic would11

be permitted would be P Street, SW, 4th12

Street, SW, and I Street, SW. 13

And other than that, I would move14

the provisions that have been offered by the15

Office of Planning.16

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I will tell you17

I'm real concerned about including the18

streets, because then that kind of -- it's19

hard-fast rule then.  20

Was that a motion because I      21

wasn't --22
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Yes.  I1

actually intended that to be a motion.  So, if2

I didn't start off by saying I move, I so move3

what I just said. 4

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Okay.  I'm out5

of order then.  6

Go ahead and second.  7

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  I'll8

second the motion. 9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you,10

Mr. Turnbull.  11

Mr. Hood.12

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Madam Chair, for13

discussion, if we do a friendly amendment on14

the streets, I just don't -- maybe I don't15

understand us including those streets for16

traffic flow.  17

And I understood Mr. Laden as18

saying that he didn't know how it is for19

escalation of leaving the ballpark.  And I20

don't think he wanted to make that hard-fast21

rule. 22
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I think -- what gives me a comfort1

level is and he mentioned it and we got his2

word.  He comes in front of us all the time.3

We'll see him again, unless he's moving on4

somewhere.  But we'll see him again.5

He mentioned that the ANC and the6

community would have plenty of time and7

adequate time to be able to sit and work some8

of these issues out.9

I would rather leave it at that10

point.  That's what gave me a comfort level.11

I was very concerned about what Mr. Litsky and12

Ms. Williams mentioned.  But I'm just13

concerned about us right now and I know we14

have to agree, just saying 4th Street and I15

think he even mentioned M Street.  Well, I16

think he mentioned M Street.  But, anyway, he17

mentioned 4th Street and P Street and us just18

putting that a hard-fast rule, I think that19

really confines the work of DDOT.  At least20

that's my opinion.  21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, if I22
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could respond.1

I think the concern is that when2

we do a Text Amendment it's very difficult for3

us to condition a Text Amendment.  And I'm not4

-- I don't doubt that Mr. Laden is sincere.5

But the community, I think, always looks to6

something that is in a condition or regulation7

or so on to insure that their concerns will be8

addressed. 9

And while I don't disagree with10

you that this will be a work in progress, and11

there may be the need to come back to the12

Commission to say that we need to modify this13

language somewhat.  Here we are, we're faced14

with an emergency and not a lot of time to15

talk about it.  And the plans are not fully16

formed.  So, I say we make this a collective17

effort to move forward and at least at this18

juncture, I think it's not inappropriate to19

give -- to take Mr. Laden at his word that20

those streets won't be in play.  And to give21

the community the assurance that it won't.22
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And that if sometime in the future we need to1

make a modification to that and everyone gets2

a chance to weigh in again, we can take that3

up.  4

But I say we -- I don't think it's5

inappropriate to use some caution as we move6

forward, especially on an emergency basis.7

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  I'm very aware,8

Madam Chair, as you well know about9

communities because that's actually how I10

ended up on the Zoning Commission, being a11

community person just as Mr. Litsky and Ms.12

Williams and others.  13

But I just think that with us14

narrowing the scope here, I mean and fine tune15

it to specific streets, I think we take away16

from that discussion in which the neighborhood17

can have.  That's the way I view it.  But I'm18

not going to prolong it.19

Obviously, the motion was seconded20

as it was and we have to have three to agree.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, let's22
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see if -- I mean -- 1

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  He seconded the2

motion so -- 3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, let's4

see what -- sometimes people just do that.5

COMMISSIONER TURNBULL:  Well, I6

think as you had said earlier, Madam Chair, it7

can always be amended.  But this at this point8

because it's an emergency.  We're concerned9

about public health and safety, we're trying10

to address the needs of the ANC but moving11

this forward.12

And if something comes up that13

says it has to be modified, we can modify it.14

But I think this gets it going but at least15

giving some guarantees to the ANC that we are16

respecting their concerns.  17

And if it comes out that in18

discussions with Mr. Laden and the ANC that it19

has to be tweaked a bit, then we can then20

tweak it. 21

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  See, the way I22
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look at it, we've already put the streets in.1

The ANC -- well, we put three streets in.  I2

just think it bogs down the discussion.  They3

may put the same streets in there but the4

commitment we've gotten from Mr. Laden.  And5

I'm reassured and I'm very confident.  I'm at6

a confident level that Mr. Laden is going to7

do exactly what he said.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, and9

that should give you some comfort that I'm not10

over-reaching in suggesting that those streets11

be named because Mr. Laden suggested that12

those streets would not be streets that people13

would be directed to drive down, except14

possibly short sections. 15

Is that fair to say, Mr. Laden,16

although we don't usually have people17

participating at this -- in our deliberation,18

but since we keep talking about you, why don't19

you just join in?20

MR. LADEN:  If I can offer some21

clarification to help, I would be willing to22
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do so. 1

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  2

VICE CHAIR HOOD:  Maybe I need to3

be -- using a black and white copy sometime,4

maybe I need to be -- get some clarification.5

MR. LADEN:  I'm dealing with a6

rather ugly photocopy myself.  So, I'm7

handicapped as well.  8

I think the language is or the9

amendment is offered or the motion is offered10

by the Chairperson is one I think we can live11

with.  I think again we don't have any current12

plans to use those listed streets, 4th Street,13

P Street, SW, or I Street, SW, as major14

recommended routes for persons to access15

parking at the stadium.  16

The one clarification I did want17

to suggest is that we would want to take a18

look at the parking lots and the traffic plans19

for them in a cumulative way, not pick them20

one by one.  Because I think if you look at it21

lot by lot, you're not looking at the overall22
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picture. 1

So, we would want to take a look2

at the impacts of all of the recommended lots3

that are in play for possible use under this4

zoning action sort of as a cumulative traffic5

impact. 6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, help me7

then because it's, as I said, very difficult8

to condition a Text Amendment.  So, the only9

way that we can do that is to have something10

that has to be provided prior to the issuance11

of a Certificate of occupancy.  We're laying12

off responsibility to DDOT for approving it.13

And it would seem to me that -- appropriate14

that it be for that lot.  But is there another15

way to -- what should we be asking for if not16

a Transportation Management Plan related to17

that lot?  18

MR. LADEN:  Well, again, it could19

-- I didn't count the number of lots, but it20

appears to be a number of different lots21

identified here in the proposed action.22
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Again, we could take it on a lot1

by lot basis.  But I think we would also like2

the opportunity to look at the cumulative3

impacts of lots that are ready for4

development.  5

For instance, there may be five or6

six of these that are ready to go for7

permitting at the same time.  8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Right.  9

MR. LADEN:  And so we'd like to10

make a, in those instances, we'd like to have11

a cumulative look.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Well, let me13

just interrupt you for a second. 14

You have to approve the TMP.15

That's what we're saying.  It has to be16

approved by you.  So, if it's not an17

aggregated report, then you don't approve it18

until you get what you need.  19

MR. LADEN:  Okay.  Good point.  20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Okay.  Thank21

you. 22
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Any further discussion?  1

All right.  Then all those in2

favor of and just to clarify that this would3

be to take emergency action in Case No. 07-084

and also to take proposed action in the Text5

Amendment since they're both before us with6

the amendments that I have put forward.7

All those in favor please say aye.8

(AYES)9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Mrs.10

Schellin, we're unanimous. 11

SECRETARY SCHELLIN:  Yes.  12

The staff would record the vote,13

three to zero to two to approve emergency and14

proposed action with the amendment stated in15

Zoning Commission Case No. 07-08.16

Commissioner Mitten moving,17

Commissioner Turnbull seconding, Commissioner18

Hood in favor.  Commissioners Parsons and19

Jeffries not present, not voting.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN:  Thank you.  21

(Whereupon, the above matter was22
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concluded at 8:20 p.m.)  1


